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Fall enrollment shows unimpressive
results for diversity
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

P

reliminary fall 2022
enrollment data for
the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
campus shows meager
results in the strive for
increased diversity amongst
undergraduates.
A majority of
undergraduate minority
groups saw a drop in
enrollment over the past five
years, with the campus’ Black
student population faring the
worst –– a 6% drop from fall
2017 to 2022, declining from
353 students to 191.
In fall 2022, Black
students made up just 6% of
the campus’ population.
“Building a diverse student
population is a journey, not
a destination,” Christian
Hardigree, regional chancellor
of USF St. Petersburg, told
The Crow’s Nest.
“We must be constantly
focused on creating
opportunities and access for
a broad array of students, as
well as bolstering the support
mechanisms needed to help
them succeed once they are
here. While we continue

to make progress, I’m not
satisfied with where we are
in that journey and remain
committed to working with
our partners throughout
USF to ensure our student
enrollment better reflects the
diversity of our region,” she
said.
Nilah Neely, marketing
chair of the campus’ Black
Student Association,
believes the dwindling Black
enrollment numbers are
reason for concern.
“[The campus] can
be somewhat welcoming
for Black students,
mostly because of student
organizations, but most of the
time, [it is] not,” Neely said.
“We’re such an extreme
minority on campus in terms
of ratio and numbers, it is
completely isolating [and]
people see that, so why would
anyone want to come here?”
According to Neely, the
university uses the idea of
diversity to draw in racial
minority students, without
doing the work to provide
adequate inclusion.
“If they actually had the
diversity they spoke of, we’d
have more Black people,
specifically in this case, on

[our] campus,” Neely said.
“I’m sure admissions
would say we have less Black
people here because we have
smaller enrollment overall,
but I guarantee you, the
ratio of Black students isn’t
growing,” she said.
As Neely believed, the
percentage of Black students
within the total student
population has declined by
2% in the last five years.
“How are you going to
advertise diversity when our
numbers are getting smaller?”
COURTESY OF TARA
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Chancellor Hardigree reacts to first semester at USFSP
By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

s the University
of South Florida
approaches the
end of its fall 2022 semester,
so does Regional Chancellor
Christian Hardigree’s first
chapter at the St. Petersburg
campus.
Hardigree, who was
appointed as regional
chancellor by USF President
Rhea Law on May 18, started
her journey eager to dive right
into life at the St. Petersburg
campus.
“I’m so excited to
be here… there is so
much energy and it is
palpable,” Hardigree said
in an interview with
The Crow’s Nest.

Now, four and a half
months into the role,
Chancellor Hardigree still
feels that initial spark.
“[The fall semester] has
been fabulous,” Hardigree
said.
She attributes her success
to President Law’s leadership
and the constant collaboration
with Sarasota-Manatee
campus’ Regional Chancellor
Karen Holbrook.
“[President Law] has
assembled a fantastic team of
people who are just incredibly
gracious with their time and
their intellectual capital,”
Hardigree said. “Holbrook is
a really inspiring woman with
the background that she’s had
in higher education, so it’s
fabulous to be among all these
people who are doing such

amazing work.”
The semester was far
from uneventful, especially
with Hurricane Ian and its
effects on Tampa Bay and
surrounding areas. However,
Hardigree saw this moment as
an opportunity to rise to the
occasion and set a precedent
for future natural disasters.
One of those initiatives
was the hurricane buddy
system for the 33 students that
didn’t have a place to seek
shelter during Ian. Everyone
in the chancellor’s cabinet
was assigned three to four
students with whom they had
constant communication with
to ensure safety.
Another highlight of her
semester was the annual
cardboard boat race, not only
because she won the race, but

because of the student turnout
at the event.
“I loved the cardboard boat
race. I did not know [winning]
was going to be the outcome,
my whole goal was just not to
sink,” Hardigree said. “I was
shocked at how many people
were out there. I loved just
being with all the students and
seeing all the creativity and
all the boats.”
She also recognizes the
beauty in smaller moments,
like interacting with USF
students in the dining hall
during Hurricane Nicole and
participating in the Great
American Teach In, where
Pinellas County Schools
alumni returned to classrooms
in elementary, middle and
high schools to engage
with students.

“Every week there’s just
another little gem and I think
that’s what keeps [the job]
exciting,” Hardigree said.
Hardigree also recognized
improvements that could be
made to the St. Petersburg
campus, including academic
planning.
According to Matthew
Cimitile, assistant director
of communications and
marketing, this means
understanding what the job
and economic needs are of
the community and matching
the programming USF St.
Petersburg is offering for
students.
“I think we need to take
a holistic review of that
and make sure that we’re

See HARDIGREE on p. 3
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St. Petersburg nursing students
2 NEWS receive new simulation equipment
By Brianna Bush
Crow’s Nest Staff

E

arlier this fall, USF
Health announced
that for the first time,
the College of Nursing will
provide students on the St.
Petersburg campus access to
advanced patient simulation
training.
With this improvement,
nursing students can practice
professional skills by using
computerized mannequins to
simulate real-life scenarios.
The initiative was made
possible due to the College of
Nursing’s partnership with the
Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Foundation. The partnership
was one of two Linking
Industry to Nursing Education
(LINE) Fund proposals
approved by the Florida
Board of Governors.
According to the Florida
Government website, the
LINE Fund provides $25
million for schools to help
address the current nursing
shortage, with funds matched
dollar-to-dollar by health care
partners in their community.
The second proposal, the
partnership with the Moffitt
Cancer Center, will bring
modern advanced stimulation
equipment to all three USF
campuses.
The College of Nursing
will receive $390,000 from
the LINE Fund partnership

Nursing students will have the opportunity to receive hands-on training with access to
simulation equipment due to partnerships with Johns Hopkins All Children’s Foundation
and Moffitt Cancer Center.
and $82,000 from the Moffitt
Cancer Center partnership,
which will be funded by the
dollar-to-dollar match from
the state.
During a Board of Trustees
committee meeting on
Oct. 21, Dr. Usha Menon,
dean of USF College of
Nursing, discussed how this
initiative will impact the

three campuses, including the
opportunity for students to
enhance their knowledge of
patient diversity.
“It allows us to bring in
diverse simulation equipment
that allows students to learn
how to take care of patients
with darker skin, starting IVs
[administration] –– it’s really
fascinating stuff,” Menon

Nursing students on the St. Petersburg campus utilize the
Port Terminal Building, located next to the USF College of
Marine Science, for classroom, office and laboratory space.

DIVERSITY

Continued from front page
nearly 50 students this
summer in partnership with
the Pinellas Urban League
for an immersive college
experience called Discover
Your PATHe,” O’Brion said.
Additionally, in 2020,
USF expanded its Guaranteed
Admission Pathway Program
to include various high
schools within the county.
“The program guarantees
admission to any of
the USF campuses for
qualified students who

attend high schools serving
historically underrepresented
communities,” O’Brion said.
In addition to the Black
student population, Hispanic
students saw a 5% decrease,
dropping from 716 to 658
students. American Indian
students saw a 54% decrease,
falling from 11 to five
students. Students of two
or more races saw a 13%
decrease, going from 178 to
154 students.
In contrast, both Asian and
Non-Resident Alien student
populations saw growth.
Asian student enrollment saw

COURTESY OF BRIANNA
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a 17% increase, going from
131 to 164 students and NonResident Alien enrollment
saw a 121% increase, going
from 28 to 62 students.
The population of
undergraduate Native
Hawaiian and Pacific
Islanders stayed relatively
stable, going from seven
students to six.
Victoria Lim, president
of St. Petersburg Asian and
Pacific Islander Association,
feels satisfied with the number
of Asian students enrolled.
“I do feel that USF St.
Petersburg has a diverse

COURTESY OF USF HEALTH

said. “And then for our St.
Petersburg and Sarasota
students, that allows them to
have contemporary equipment
access without needing to
bring them to the mothership
and Tampa.”
In June, USF Health also
announced that in addition
to LINE funding, Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis
approved $33 million for
the USF College of Nursing
to expand infrastructure on
the Tampa campus, as well
as $6.8 million in recurring
funding to hire faculty and
staff.
“This year’s historic
investment in nursing
education from Governor
Ron DeSantis and the Florida
Legislature will allow the
USF College of Nursing to
graduate 750 undergraduate
nurses by 2029, a 200%
increase over our current
graduation rate,” USF Health
said in a news release.
The nursing expansion
on the USF St. Petersburg
campus has previously
been in the conversation. In
2020, USF administrators
devised a five-year plan to
boost enrollment and campus

vitality to strengthen the
campus under consolidation.
Health Sciences was one
of the five initiatives included
in the plan. The proposal
included advanced and
accelerated nursing programs
and partnerships with local
health care organizations like
John Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital.
Former state Senator Jeff
Brandes, R-Pinellas County,
who was a key player in
the consolidation of USF’s
three campuses, repeatedly
pushed to expand the nursing
program on the campus. This
came amid nursing shortages
and the desire to establish
a top-notch program in
downtown St. Petersburg.
In previous interviews,
Brandes often emphasized
to The Crow’s Nest that
nursing programs on the St.
Petersburg campus would be
good for the community.
Therefore, the new
equipment and partnership are
a huge step for the campus.

number of Asian students.
I’ve met students of various
ethnicities and [we have] had
both east, south and southeast
Asian members,” Lim said.
“[The campus] offers a
lot of support for minority
students, whether you’re
Asian, African American or
Hispanic. There are a lot of
great events that happen on
campus that revolves around
ethnicity or cultures, and a lot
of members try and promote
cultural activities. There’s a
lot of outreach for students,
and we have a decent number
of participants every year.”

Undergraduate diversity
wasn’t the only number
that saw a decline. Total
undergraduate enrollment
for fall 2022 has dropped by
nearly 1,000 students since
2017’s preliminary figures,
five years ago.

briannasimone
bush@usf.edu

aubrey14@usf.edu
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Shake up in USF’s provost search NEWS 3
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

U

niversity of South
Florida Interim
Provost Eric
Eisenberg has stepped down
from consideration in the
provost search to take on a
newly created role within
USF President Rhea Law’s
cabinet.
Eisenberg will become
senior vice president of
university-community
partnerships, a position
created specifically for him by
Law.
In a university-wide
email sent on Nov. 14, Law
announced her request for
Eisenberg to step down
and the creation of his new
position.
“During the [provost]
search, it became apparent to
me that one of our candidates,
Interim Provost Eric
Eisenberg, has a broad and
unique skill set that will be
exceptionally important as we
seek to distinguish ourselves
as a model metropolitan
research university,” Law
said.
“Specifically, his deep
relationship with our
communities — with
businesses, nonprofits and
governments — and his
far-reaching institutional
knowledge suggest to me a
different calling, specifically
to lead the way in pursuing
Goal Three in our Strategic
Plan, ‘Partnerships and
engagement with local,
national and global impact.’”
Eisenberg reacted to his
new position in a statement,
sharing his gratitude for Law

HARDIGREE

Continued from front page
not trying to be all things
to all people. We need to
be targeted and strategic,”
Hardigree said.
In addition to academic
planning, Hardigree seeks to
further develop the identity
of the St. Petersburg campus.
She explained that being the
“middle child” of the three
USF campuses can often lead
to the struggle of establishing
a unique brand.
“I genuinely see us as
the crown jewel of the three
institutions. We shouldn’t
be a secret, it shouldn’t be
a surprise to people with
how much we do in research
and our grad programs,”
Hardigree said.
“If everybody knew how
awesome this place was,
everybody would want to be
here.”
Hardigree attributes a
successful beginning of her
time at USF St. Petersburg
to the Bulls community and
looks forward to building

and his experiences at USF.
“I am grateful to President
Law for this exciting new
opportunity to focus on
how the University of South
Florida can make an even
greater impact in communities
throughout the Tampa Bay
region,” Eisenberg said.
“While I am so
proud of the tremendous
accomplishments that I’ve
witnessed and been a part
of over the last 30 years, I
am even more enthusiastic
about what is to come: the
opportunity to position
USF as a transformational

metropolitan university in
full partnership with its
communities,” he said.
According to Althea
Johnson, director of media
relations at USF, Eisenberg
will “develop a cohesive and
intentional strategy around
the university’s community
engagement activities,” as
senior vice president.
A longtime USF
community member,
Eisenberg was dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences
from 2007 until earlier this
year when he became interim
provost.

While dean, Eisenberg
oversaw more than 700
faculty, 200 staff and 23
academic departments
across the university’s three
campuses.
“Eisenberg has partnered
with numerous local public
and private organizations
throughout his career by
advising them on strategic
communication to improve
organizational effectiveness,”
Johnson said.
The three other candidates
in the running for provost
alongside Eisenberg ––
Pranesh Aswath, Erin Horvat

and Giovanni Piedimonte —
are no longer in consideration
for the role, according to
Johnson.
Eisenberg will continue to
act as interim provost through
the spring semester as the
provost search continues.
aubrey14@usf.edu

Eisenberg served as dean of USF’s College of Arts and Sciences from 2007 to early 2022.

COURTESY OF USF

upon the relationships she’s
already established.
“I’m enormously
grateful for the kindness
and generosity of the entire
community and I look
forward to continuing to serve
our community, students,
faculty and staff,” Hardigree
said.
USF President Rhea Law
selected Hardigree from a
pool of finalists including
Melissa Gruys, Kanika
Tomalin and Bjong “Wolf”
Yeigh.
Prior to her current
role, Hardigree served as
the founding director and
professor at the Michael A.
Leven School of Culinary
Sustainability and Hospitality
at Kennesaw State University.
She also worked as a senior
litigation attorney and partner
at Parnell & Associates.  
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

USF President Rhea Law appointed Christian Hardigree as St.
Petersburg’s regional chancellor on May 18.
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Mission Statement
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

Holiday events within an hour of St. Pete
By Hadley Hiles
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

his holiday season,
there are many
festive events
happening within driving
distance of the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
campus that will get you in
the Christmas spirit.
Whether you have family
coming to town, want to
experience some holiday fun

with friends or even just go by
yourself, there is something
for everyone.
From ice skating to tubing
to playing in fake snow, here
are five attractions that you
can visit during the most
wonderful time of the year.
hadleyhiles@usf.edu

COURTESY OF @FLBOTANICALGARDENS ON INSTAGRAM

Clearwater Botanical Gardens
Botanical Gardens, located at 12520 Ulmerton Rd.,
is hosting its annual holiday lights every day from
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. until Jan. 2, 2023. Admission is a
recommended $10 donation per person for ages 13
and up. All admission fees will go to the upkeep of the
gardens’ precious ecosystem as part of their seasonal
fundraiser.

Reach Us
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St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
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COURTESY OF @ENCHANTSTPETERSBURG ON INSTAGRAM

Enchant at Tropicana Field
Only five minutes away from campus, Enchant at
Tropicana Field is an immersive light maze with over
four million lights, Santa visits, a 100-foot tall Christmas
tree, holiday shopping, ice skating and more. Located at
1 Tropicana Dr., this exciting holiday event is open now
until Jan. 1, 2023, with tickets starting at $35 for adults
and $20 for kids.
COURTESY OF WINTER VILLAGE AT CURTIS HIXON PARK ON FACEBOOK
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Winter Village at Curtis Hixon Park

Op-Ed & Features Editor
Now Hiring

Winter Village hosts Christmas tree lightning, Santa
sightings, a festival bike parade, holiday film screenings
and an ice skating rink that costs $17 for 75 minutes.
Holiday shopping opportunities will be available until
Jan. 4, 2023.

Staff Reporter
Max Steele
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Creative Director
Gavin Hadro

gavinhadro@usf.edu

Multimedia Editor
Now Hiring
Marketing Manager
Hadley Hiles
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Advisor
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Letters to the Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to
the editor. All submissions should
be no more than 500 words. Writers
must include their full name. All
letters are subject to editing for clarity
and length. Letters can be sent to
sgarciavargas@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Newspaper theft is a crime.

COURTESY OF @BUSCHGARDENS ON INSTAGRAM

Christmas Town at Busch Gardens
Busch Gardens has transformed the park into
Christmas Town, featuring different festive shows,
holiday dining, shopping, the Holly Jolly Express,
twinkling lights and more. You can experience Christmas
Town, located at 10165 McKinley Dr., until Jan. 9, 2023.
The event is included with park admission, which starts at
$99.99.

COURTESY OF @SNOWCATRIDGE ON INSTAGRAM

Snowcat Ridge
Florida’s first alpine snow park is here. Snowcat
Ridge offers two-hour snow tubing sessions on its 400foot long and 60-foot tall snow tubing hill and unlimited
access to the Artic Igloo, Crystal Ribbon ice skating
rink and Alpine Village. Admission ranges from $29.95
to $52.95, depending on the day and time you want to
attend. The park is open until Feb. 26, 2023.
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The Dalí’s interpretation of dreams
Story and Photos
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he newest
exhibition at the
Dalí Museum is a
purple-coated reverie: equal
parts biblical and Freudian.
Opening last Saturday,
“The Shape of Dreams”
explores over 500 years of
this human phenomenon
with paintings on loan from
the Washington D.C.’s
National Gallery and the
Detroit Institute of the Arts,
among other nationally
lauded museums.
The design of the
exhibition room is artwork

itself, with lavender walls
arranged to give the audience
a maze-like experience.
Among the paintings are
quotes from Sigmund
Freud’s “Interpretation of
Dreams,” a major influence
from the curator, Dr. Hank
Hine.
When you walk into
the second-floor exhibition
room, Luca Giordano’s
“Diana and Endymion” is
the first work you’ll see. This
Baroque interpretation of the
Grecian myth sets the theme
for the rest of the collection,
as a moon goddess and
her hounds hover over the
sleeping Endymion.
The dramatic lighting

characteristic of this period
adds to the ambiguity of the
subject. Who is in control of
the situation? The shepherd
whose subconscious creates
the physical embodiment
of the moon, or the goddess
Diana, who admires
Endymion’s beauty while
he’s asleep?
Domenico Feti’s
depiction of Jacob’s Dream
uses similar elements as
Giordano, albeit in a biblical
narrative. Instead of focusing
on the ladder to heaven,
the painter centers on the
euphoria on Jacob’s face as
he experiences the prophetic
dream. The light hidden
behind the clouds creates

a beautiful atmospheric
effect to complete the vivid
realism.
The collection also delves
into modern explorations
of dreams that is more in
line with Dalí’s stylistic
evolution.
The star of the collection
is undeniably Frida Kahlo’s
“Cactus Fruits,” a painting
that sets itself apart not only
by its relatively small frame,
but by its stark, vermillion
shade that Kahlo uses to
emphasize decaying flesh.
The shade purposefully
mimics blood as a symbolic
ode to the painter’s own
suffering.
Compared to the

ARTS
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wondrous abstractionism of
Kurt Seligmann’s “Magic
Mountain,” or the surreal
moodiness of Dalí’s “Broken
Bridge,” “Cactus Fruits”
might escape your notice at
first, but the painting’s effect
is made all the more real by
its simplicity.
“The Shape of Dreams”
will stay in the museum until
late April. Regular admission
is $29, but students can gain
free access with their student
IDs.
lcannon1@usf.edu
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What to do this week
By Alisha Durosier
Crow’s Nest Staff
Monday, Dec. 5
Enjoy the sounds of St. Petersburg’s orchestras at the
2022 Holiday Spectacular.
Starting at 7 p.m., the concert
will feature the Florida West
Coast Flute Choir, Snow
Slides Trombone Quartet,
Pinellas Youth Symphony,
St. Petersburg College Jazz
Band and the Second Winds
Symphonic Band. Doors
open at 6:15 p.m. at the Palladium located at 253 Fifth
Ave. N. General admission
is $10, which is to be paid in
cash on the night of the show.
Premium advance seating
is available for purchase for
$20 on the Palladium Box
Office website.

Tuesday, Dec. 6
From 6 to 8 p.m., attend the
James Museum at 150 Central Ave. for Film and Discussion: Black Western Series, showing the 1939 film
“Harlem Rides the Range.”
The showing will initiate the
museum’s three-part series
that tells the stories of African Americans on the frontier. It will end with a discussion with Dr. Mia Mask,
teacher of African American
cinema. Entry to the event is
included with admission.
Wednesday, Dec. 7
You’re invited to view the
work of 12 selected artists
from the Tampa Bay art
scene at the 2022 special
holiday event: The Dalí Dozen. From 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.,
view a variety of artwork

from photography, sculptures
and paintings to jewelry and
performances at the Dalí
Museum located at 1 Dalí
Blvd. Complimentary hors
d’oeuvres will be provided.
General admission is $25
for members and $30 for
non-members, and tickets
are available on the Dalí Museum’s website.
Thursday, Dec. 8
Join the Woodhouse Spa to
celebrate their four-year
anniversary holiday party.
Enjoy live music, refreshments and raffles to win free
facials or luxury robes from
5 to 8 p.m. at 75 First St. S.
RSVP on the Woodhouse
Spa’s Facebook page.
Friday, Dec. 9
Dress your dog up for the

Dog Bar St. Pete’s seventh annual Ugly Sweater
Pawty. Dogs can participate
in a contest where costumes
will be judged for the best
ensemble, ugliest and most
creative. From 7 to 11 p.m. at
The Dog Bar St. Pete located
at 2300 Central Ave., bring
your doggies and mingle with
fellow dog parents. Admission is free.
Saturday, Dec. 10
Take an evening walk to
the pier to watch the 2022
Downtown St. Pete Lighted
Boat Parade at 6:15 p.m.
Hosted by Pier Dolphin
Cruises, Waters Wealth Management and Chris Waters
Personal Injury Attorney, you
can get the best view of the
parade at the St. Petersburg
Municipal Marina located at
500 First Ave. SE. Admis-

sion is free, and any vessel is
free to join. For more information about the navigation
of the vessels, visit Pier Dolphin Cruises website.
Sunday, Dec. 11
Dwell amongst more than
100 artists during the eighth
annual St. Petersburg
Holiday of the Arts. Starting at 10 a.m., explore an
outdoor gallery showcasing
sculptures, mixed media art,
ceramics, photography and
more created by Florida artists. You will also have the
opportunity to commission a
piece of art. The festival will
take place at Williams Park
located at 350 Second Ave.
N. and admission is free.  

What to do Next week
Monday, Dec. 12
Gather your friends from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. to compete
in a game of trivia at the
Wheelhouse located at 7220
Central Ave. The game will
be hosted by Just John and
Sir Douglas of the Tampa
Bay Dream Team. First place
winners will receive $40, and
second place will win $20.
Admission is free. Trivia
occurs every Monday at the
Wheelhouse, so don’t feel
discouraged if you don’t win
this time.
Tuesday, Dec. 13  
Experience the essence of
Pink Floyd with Prisma
Pink Floyd Experience, an
interpretation of Pink Floyd’s
music by a band of nine musicians. Starting at 7:30 p.m.,

the concert will take place
at The Palladium located at
253 Fifth Ave N. The band
will play songs from albums
like “Wish You Were Here,”
“Animals” and “The Division
Bell.” Tickets range from $50
to $70 and are available on
Ticketplate.
Wednesday, Dec. 14  
Have coffee with performer
and storyteller Nan Colton
as she visits her favorite
pieces in the Museum of
Fine Arts with Coffee Talks
with Nan Colton: Winter
Tales from the MFA. From
10:00 to 10:30 a.m., indulge
in refreshments served in
the membership garden, and
from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m.,
watch Nan Colton’s presentation and Q&A. Taking
place at the MFA located at

255 Beach Dr NE., general
admission is $22 for adults,
$17 for seniors and free for
museum members. Tickets
are available on the MFA’s
website.
Thursday, Dec. 15
From 5:30 to 10:00 p.m., do
your holiday shopping early
at The Factory Artisanal
Exchange Holiday Market
located in St. Petersburg’s
Warehouse District, along the
Pinellas Trail. Support small
and local creators and vendors, take holiday photos and
eat from local food trucks.
Admission is free but be sure
to bring cash.
Friday, Dec. 16
Play putt putt golf with your
family and friends from 4

to 10 p.m. at Putt the Pier:
Holiday Edition. On the
St. Pete Pier, located at 600
Second Ave. NE., listen to
your favorite holiday tunes
and test your mini golf skills
with holiday themed obstacles. Putt the Pier will occur
through Dec. 18. Tickets are
limited per time slot, so be
sure to buy them ahead on
Putt the Pier’s website.
Saturday, Dec. 17
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., join
Studio@620 located at 620
First Ave. S. for their annual
HOLIZAAR, a holiday bazaar. Shop from local vendors
where you can buy a variety
of items from snacks to accessories to art. Treat yourself to a gift or shop for those
on your list this year. Admission is free, just be sure to

bring some cash along.  
Sunday, Dec. 18
From 2 to 7 p.m., attend
Winter in the Wood, a winter festival taking place in Seminole Park located at 2900
Third Ave. N. There will be
performances and activities
for adults and children. The
festival will feature a Santa
visit, food, live music, handmade gifts from local artisans
and the announcement of the
winners of the holiday decorating contest. Bring your
blankets and chairs to enjoy
the live performances and
walking shoes if you wish to
explore the festival. Admission is free.
alishadurosier@usf.edu
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The local heart behind this year’s ‘Holizaar’
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff
oliday mania has
descended upon
St. Petersburg,
bringing waves of Christmas
lights, fake snow and limitededition coffee flavors.
As the annual Holizaar, a
“handmade holiday festival,”
approaches its 15th year at
Studio@620 on Dec. 17, it’s
time for residents to show
their appreciation to the
pioneers of St. Petersburg.
Coralette Damme, founder
of the seasonal bazaars and
its partner organization, St.
Pete Craft Heroes, has been
here since the sprouting
of the city’s artistic scene.
She initially came to St.
Petersburg in the early 2000s,
not as an artist, but as scuba
diver working at the Ocean
Conservancy on Central
Avenue.
“When I moved to [St.
Petersburg], Central Avenue

H

was pretty much a ghost
town,” Damme said. “The
whole block area was derelict.
There were closed-up liquor
stores and old antique stores,
and everything was kind of
dead. It’s not at all like what it
is now.”
The turning point for
local creatives only came
when she started working at
Studio@620.
“Leslie Curran and
some other leaders in the
art community met with the
owners of the Crislip Arcade,
a cozy alcove on Central
Avenue, and decided ‘Hey,
let’s let artists into this space.
We can let them have cheap
rent for studios and bring
some life into downtown.’”
For Damme, it was “the
beginning of the renaissance
of St. Petersburg.”
She and fellow creative
Shannon Schafer formed the
Craft Heroes with a shared
desire for accessibility, after
they first met at a pop-up shop

Holizaar offers seasonal, handmade
crafts on Central Avenue.

near the city’s shuffleboard
courts. Their group went on to
create impromptu art markets
to raise money for nonprofits
like the Red Cross, or draw
crowds to quirky attractions
like Dinosaur World. All
admission profits went to the
host organizations, while the
artists participated simply to
show their work.
“We would just go around
and decide that this would be
a good place for a craft show,”
Damme said. “We just wanted
to do the events, we didn’t
care about making money.”
The spontaneity of the
Craft Heroes eventually
led them to Studio@620,
where Damme began the
annual art markets, starting
with Holizaar. “The venue’s
endless possibilities” are what
drew her to the studio in the
first place.
Within the last ten years,
Studio@620 has expanded
the scope of its events,
from poetry open-mics to

COURTESY OF CORALETTE DAMME’S
INSTAGRAM @THECRAFTYHAG

solo art galleries, all while
preserving its grassroots core.
The building itself serves
as a creative anchor amidst
the rapid gentrification and
rental rates that threaten St.
Petersburg’s artists.
“The whole town has
changed after the artists came
in and built this amazing vibe
on Central Avenue,” Damme
said. “Now it’s transitioning
again to, in my opinion, a
little more corporate and less
local vibe. All the cool dive
bars are gone and all that
flavor is slowly dwindling
away in the interest of people
making money.”
With the decreasing
affordability, many artists
like Damme and Jennifer
Kosharek, the same people
who helped shape the city, are
leaving the state entirely.
However, Damme
continues to work with St.
Petersburg organizations like
Studio@620 to maintain the
unique community.

OPINION
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“Everyone looks to artists.
We are game-changers, and
yet, we’re also overlooked.”
That’s why, according to
Damme, a new generation has
to rise up.
“People have to come
together and not let everything
get super corporatized,” she
said.
Festivals like the Holizaar
are a gateway for students
to carve their names into the
St. Petersburg wall of artists.
Besides getting ahead on your
gift shopping, meeting your
local creatives can open up a
new circle of opportunities.
“You just find other people
who want to do what you
want to do,” Damme said.
The Holizaar Festival will
begin Saturday, Dec. 17 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission
is free.

Handmade crafts will be sold
at Studio@620 tables

lcannon1@usf.edu

COURTESY OF STUDIO@620
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SPORTS U.S. knocked out of 2022 World Cup

Story and Photo
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he young United
States team
survived the group
stage of the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar, but they
won’t be advancing to the
quarterfinals.
With a 3-1 knockout
loss to the Netherlands last
Saturday, the Americans’
dreams to raise the trophy
will have to wait until
2026 when the tournament
returns to their home
country.
The Dutch were the first
to score with a strike from
forward Memphis Depay
in the initial minutes and
added a second just before
halftime on a similar goal
from midfielder Daley
Blind.
The Americans
responded in the second
half with a deflection goal
from substitute forward Haji
Wright, but the Netherlands
sealed the victory minutes
later with a first-time volley
from midfielder Denzel
Dumfries for the final goal

of the match.
The U.S., the youngest
squad in the tournament,
struggled on both sides of
field.
Despite clocking more
shots, shots on target,
corner kicks, passes
and maintaining 59%
possession, the Americans
failed to capitalize on most
opportunities and netted
their lone goal off an
unusual deflection.
On the defensive end,
they mismanaged their
opponent, losing track of
attackers in the 18-yard
box and giving the Dutch
three uncontested shots that
resulted in goals.
It’s the third consecutive
Round of 16 exit for the
U.S., a country that has still
yet to win its first World
Cup. But fans believe
that day is not too far
away, including National
Soccer Hall of Famer Clint
Dempsey, who is tied as
the U.S.’s all-time leading
scorer.
“They got this country
believing again,” Dempsey
said while commentating
on FOX. “That’s something

we need. We need to inspire
these kids coming up who
are going to be the 23, 22,
21-year-olds that are going
to break into this team and
make it better for 2026.”
Tyler Adams, the U.S.’s
23-year-old captain, is also
a believer in the future of
this young program.
“I’m super proud of
the boys’ performance,”

Adams said after the game.
“We showed that we can
hang with some of the best
teams in the world and best
players in the world and
that’s a lot of progress for
U.S. soccer. We’re moving
in the right direction for
sure. But we need to keep
pushing, because we’re not
there yet, but we’re close.”
The Americans advanced

U.S. captain Tyler Adams, the youngest captain in the
tournament, consoled his teammates following the
knockout round loss.

out of the group stage after
placing second in Group B
behind England. They tied
Wales 1-1 with a goal from
forward Timothy Weah, tied
England 0-0 and beat Iran
1-0 with the game-winner
from Christian Pulisic.
mksteele1@usf.edu

COURTESY OF @USMNT
ON TWITTER

Brighter days ahead for USF football?
Story and Photo
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

I

t’s been 87 days
since the University
of South Florida last
won a football game, and
that number will only grow
larger until next season
kicks off.
Since the team’s lone
victory against Howard in
early September, USF has
fired its head coach and
defensive coordinator, lost
two starting quarterbacks
and a dozen other players
to injury and been ridiculed
from head to toe by the
media and disgruntled fans.
It’s not been the year the
Bulls had hoped for. The
team’s final 1-11 record,
with zero conference wins,
marks the worst season in
school history.
But the coaches and
players believe there is
hope around the corner,
especially with the return of
young talent and the signing
of new Head Coach Alex
Golesh yesterday, current
offensive coordinator of No.
6 Tennessee.
USF showed its potential
in a hard-fought 46-39 loss
to No. 22 University of
Central Florida (UCF) in
the final game of the season
on Nov. 26.
The Knights went
up 28-0 in the first half,
mocking the USF players
and fans with “horns down”
gestures in what was

beginning to look like a
blowout.
But the Bulls had other
plans, and they decided
that’s not how their season
would end.
USF came out in the
second half with an energy
that shocked the Knights, as
well as a packed Raymond
James Stadium. The Bulls
forced three fumbles and
piled on four touchdowns,
which was enough to take
a one-point lead with less
than three minutes in the
game.
UCF ultimately
responded with a gamewinning drive capped off
by a one-handed touchdown
catch, but, despite the
final score, the USF crowd
cheered on the home team
for their valiant effort that
proved it can hang with the
best of the best.
Heading into the locker
room, the Bulls players and
coaches kept their heads
high, convinced that better
days are ahead for the
program.
When asked about the
team’s trajectory going
forward, USF Interim Head
Coach Daniel Da Prato
had no doubt in an upward
trend.
“It’s taking off,” Da
Prato said in a press
conference. “This program
is set and it’s ready. You
saw a glimpse of that
tonight. I see this program
taking off, and I see it
happening very soon.”
Following the firing of

former Head Coach Jeff
Scott on Nov. 6, Da Prato
took control with three
weeks left in the season.
“We got better each
week in the three weeks I
was in charge,” Da Prato
said. “Since I got here, I
poured everything I had into
this place, and I’m damn
proud to be a Bull.”
But Da Prato believes it
wasn’t anything he did to
inspire the Bulls’ improved
play in recent weeks, but
rather that the players
motivated him through their
work ethic and resiliency.
“After a tough, difficult,
rip-your-heart-out loss [to
Tulsa], these kids showed
back up and inspired me.
What’s inside the locker
room, that nobody else sees,
that’s what’s there,” Da

Prato said.
Along with heart, the
Bulls also have young,
skillful players they can
build around for the
future, including freshman
quarterback Byrum Brown,
who totaled 249 yards and
three touchdowns against
UCF.
“[Brown’s] best days
are way ahead of him,” Da
Prato said. “He’s coming
now. You better be ready.”
USF running back Brian
Battie, who rushed for 144
yards and a touchdown
that Saturday, also had
high praises for his new
quarterback.
“You can’t ask more
from him. He looked like
he’d been back there for
four years now. He just
proved that last week wasn’t

no fluke and he can do this
every week,” Battie said.
Battie is another player
that’s shined amid an
otherwise dreary season.
The sophomore tied a
school record during the
final stretch of the season,
finishing with over 100
rushing yards in each of the
last five games.
The Bulls acknowledge
they have plenty of work
to do in the offseason, but
are determined that brighter
days are ahead.
And with UCF,
Cincinnati and Houston
leaving the American
Athletic Conference next
season, there’s going to be
room at the top for a team
to step up to the plate.
mksteele1@usf.edu

Sophomore running back Brian Battie finished the season in record fashion,
totaling 1,277 yards and eight touchdowns.

